4                                    INTRODUCTION
ruption of the Triple Alliance by Italy in 1915, no one had an accurate knowledge of the tenor of the treaties, aside from the surviving statesmen and diplomats who had participated in framing and executing them: certainly an honorable testimony to the discretion of a class against which the reproach of indiscretion has so often, and not unjustly, been made.
Since then a period of more than four years has elapsed, and still the veil of secrecy which surrounded the treaties of the Triple Alliance has not been lifted. In the summer of 1915, to be sure, the Austro-Hungarian government published four articles of one of the treaties in question, thus furnishing the first authentic contribution to the knowledge of their contents. It was learned that the three powers had reciprocally promised friendship and peace. They had also agreed to enter upon an exchange of views upon political and economic questions of a general nature, and to pledge their support to one another within the limits of their particular interests (Article i). Reciprocal assistance backed by full military strength was to be rendered whenever one or two of the signatories were attacked by two or more of the Great Powers without direct challenge on their part (Article 3). In case one of them should, through the menaces of a Great Power not a party to the treaty, become involved in a war with such a power, the other two signatories were under all conditions to observe a benevolent neutrality towards their ally. Furthermore, it was left to the judgment of each of them, whether or not to participate in such a passage at arms by the side of its ally (Article 4). The last of the articles published (7) concerned Austria-Hungary and Italy alone. It determined when, and under what conditions, one of these powers was to enter upon temporary or permanent occupation of territories in the Balkans or on the Ottoman coasts of the Adriatic or the Aegean Sea. The presupposition was that such occupation should take place only upon previous agreement between Austria-Hungary and Italy. Such an agree-
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